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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 30, 1978 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: ALFRED KAHN A.~ 1}M~ 
ANNE WEXLER fJr:";1fJ 
ESTHER PETERSOJ.'4~~· 

SUBJECT: Anti-Inflation Meeting with Consumer 
and Citizen Groups 

We would like to reconunend a brief meeting. between you 
and leaders of a coalition of citizen and conslimer · 
organiza.tions which has set up an organization called 
COIN (Consumers Opposed to Inf.la.tion in Neces.si ties) . 
COIN is focusing on specif.ic anti-inflation actions in 
four sectors -- food, health, energy and housing -­
which have accounted for the greater proportion of the 
increase in the cost of living in recent years. 

Although the initial phase of the inflation outreach 
effort has focused on business and labor, in order to 
secure their compliance with the guidelines, we believe 
we ne.ed to move promptly and persuasively to develop 
citizen and consumer organization support for the 
program. These groups can be important allies in our 
e.fforts to get such ~egislation as real wage insurance, 
hospital cost containment and surface transportation 
deregulation. 

Their support is important also to offset the impression 
that the anti-inflation program i:s ba:sically illiberal, 
excessively concentrated on overall monetary and fiscal 
restraint, and pays inadequate attention to the specific 
sectors in which inflation has been especially 
concentrated and bears with especial severity on low­
income people. We believe that such a meeting should 
occur promptly and' preferably before December 15. 

The meeting would follow the forma·t o.f other briefings 
a one hour briefing by key anti-inflation staff in the 
Cabinet Room or Roosevelt Room with a brief drop-in visit 
(10-1.5 minutes) by you at the completion o·f the meeting. 
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Following the meeting, COIN would announce general 
support of the four-sector strategy and,· while making 
its independence clear, would also announce a campaign 
of support for such specific measures as hospital cost 
containment and transportation deregulation. 

A list of COIN organizations is attached. 

Will drop by the meeting. 

Will drop by but schedule meeting after January 1, 1979. 

Hold off for now. 
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THE COIN CAMPAIGN 

. : ~ 

Consumers 
. Opposed t·o 
· Inflatiion in the 
:Necessities 

z,bo·o P Street, N. W., Suite 4~3 
Washington, DC 20U36 
{2 0 2) 6'59- 030 0 

COIN Participating Orgariiza_tions 

Consumer Federation of America 
.2. . ·Public Citizen 
3. National Council of.Senior Citizens 

·4. National Urban League 
5. Hxplora tory Project ·for Economic Al terna ti v.es 
6. Environmental Acti·on 
7. International Association of Machinists. 
:8. Interna tio.nal Uiiion of Operating Engineers 
9. National. CoHsumers League 

10 .. Community Nutrition Institute 
11. Acorn · 
12. American Federation. of Labor, Congress of Ind:us:t.rial 

Organizations 
13. Americans f·or Democratic Action 
14. California Public Policy Genter 
15. Genter for Aut.o Safety 
16. Genter for Science in the Public Intere·st 
17. Citizen Action Coa~ition 
18. Citi±en Action League 
19; Connecticut Citizen Action Group 
20. Food Research Action Council 
21. Friends of the Earth 
22. Maryland Citizens Consumer Council 
23. Missouri Citizen Action 
24. Missouri P11blic Inter,eiSt Res:earch Group 
25. National Center for Black Aged 
26. Th~ Sisters Network 
27. Urban Elderly Coalition 
28. · Urban Env.ironment Conference 
29. Senior Citizens Law Center 
30. United Auto Workers 
31. Virginia Citizens Consumer Council 
32. Energy Action · 
33.· National Edutation Association 
34. · Environmentalists for Full- ·mnployment 
35. Moveme-nt for Economic Justi.ce/J·obs and Justice 
36 .. National Grax Panthers 
37 .. Service Employees International Union 
38. Minnesota Public I-nterest Research Group 

Oili, :Cheinical, and Atomic· Workers Union- -will join soon 
Chemical Wofkers Union 
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